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Thermo Fisher Scientific Helps Nigerian FDA Fight Counterfeit and Substandard 

Pharmaceuticals Using State-of-the-Art Portable Raman Instrument  
 

Deployment of Thermo Scientific TruScan aids in the removal of thousands of  
counterfeit drugs from Nigerian market 

 
WILMINGTON, Mass., April 14, 2010 – Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc., the world leader in serving 
science, today announced that the Nigerian National Agency for Food and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC) has successfully field-deployed several Thermo Scientific TruScan 
handheld Raman instruments for the rapid identification of counterfeit and substandard drugs. 
Formerly sold under the Ahura Scientific brand, TruScan® is a new tool in NAFDAC’s aggressive 
campaign against counterfeit and substandard drugs. TruScan has already aided authorities in 
the seizure of more than 60,000 dangerous counterfeit drugs which would otherwise have 
entered the supply chain and quickly reached the general public.  
 
TruScan is a handheld Raman spectrometer that identifies the slightest difference in drug 
formulation. Within seconds, the user is alerted with a clear “pass” or “fail” reading. Its rugged and 
lightweight design makes TruScan ideal for use by authorities in a variety of operations. 
 
“Perhaps the most effective and groundbreaking device ever employed in the fight against 
counterfeiting is TruScan,” said Dr. Paul Orhii, director general, NAFDAC at the 5th Global Forum 
on Pharmaceutical Anti-Counterfeiting. “Although TruScan has just been introduced to our 
campaign, it has yielded positive results and tremendous success. Recently, a consignment of 
counterfeit Lonart DS anti-malarial tablets, worth 10 million naira, was intercepted by using 
TruScan. The drugs were immediately tested, identified as having the incorrect chemical 
composition and arrests were made.”  
 
Counterfeit and substandard drugs are a worldwide problem that greatly impacts developing 
countries. The World Health Organization estimates that counterfeit pharmaceutical levels range 
from less than one percent in the developed world to more than 30 percent in some less 
developed regions. 
 
Nigeria has been a pioneer in the fight against counterfeit drugs, recently bringing counterfeit 
pharmaceutical levels down from 42 percent to 16 percent thanks to an aggressive policy of 
intercepting shipments and pursuing counterfeiters. With instruments such as TruScan, NAFDAC 
is raising the quality and inspection standards in Nigeria and will be able to identify and remove 
counterfeit drugs from the supply chain, helping to ensure the safety of patients throughout the 
country. 
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“NAFDAC should be commended for taking a leadership role in the battle against counterfeit and 
substandard pharmaceuticals,” said Doug Kahn, vice president and general manager of Thermo 
Fisher Scientific’s portable optical analysis business. “We’re confident that TruScan will enable 
the Nigerian government to dramatically reduce the amount of counterfeit drugs entering the 
country as well as those already in circulation. This is expected to have a significant impact on 
the health of their population.” 
 
For more information about TruScan or other portable optical analysis instruments formerly sold 
under the Ahura Scientific brand, please visit www.thermoscientific.com/ahura.   
 
Thermo Scientific is part of Thermo Fisher Scientific, the world leader in serving science.   
 
About Thermo Fisher Scientific 
 
Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. (NYSE: TMO) is the world leader in serving science. Our mission is 
to enable our customers to make the world healthier, cleaner and safer. With revenues of more 
than $10 billion, we have approximately 35,000 employees and serve customers within 
pharmaceutical and biotech companies, hospitals and clinical diagnostic labs, universities, 
research institutions and government agencies, as well as in environmental and process control 
industries. We create value for our key stakeholders through two premier brands, Thermo 
Scientific and Fisher Scientific, which offer a unique combination of continuous technology 
development and the most convenient purchasing options. Our products and services help 
accelerate the pace of scientific discovery, and solve analytical challenges ranging from complex 
research to routine testing to field applications. Visit www.thermofisher.com. 
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