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Thermo Fisher Scientific Unveils New Software for FirstDefender Chemical Identification 

Instrument 
 

New Features Include Larger Chemical Library, Updated User Interface and Multiple Language 
Configurations  

 
WILMINGTON, Mass. June 07, 2010 – Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc., the world leader in serving 
science, today announced the latest software and library updates for FirstDefender®, the award-
winning, field-proven handheld Raman instrument for identification of solid and liquid chemicals.  
The FirstDefender v2.7 software update includes a larger substance library, multiple language 
configurations and an enhanced user interface.  
  
FirstDefender is a lightweight, rugged Raman instrument used for rapid identification of unknown 
solids and liquids, including narcotics, toxic industrial materials (TIMs), explosives and white 
powders. With this latest release, the company expands the product’s chemical library to more 
than 10,000 pure substances, which includes updates in all chemical categories and support for 
millions of mixture possibilities. 
 
As with all Thermo Scientific instruments formerly sold under the Ahura Scientific brand, the 
FirstDefender library is specifically developed and optimized for the product’s sophisticated 
software algorithms. By managing library development internally and adding only the highest-
quality spectra, the instrument enables accurate material identification with automatic mixture 
analysis, reducing reliance on spectral subtraction and subjective evaluation. 
 
FirstDefender v2.7 also includes updates to the full language configurations for German, French, 
Spanish, Chinese and Japanese. This capability continues to open the door to greater instrument 
adoption in vital regions around the globe. Among user interface enhancements, FirstDefender 
v2.7 automatically displays a molecular signal meter during scans, providing additional real -time 
information critical to helping first responders obtain fast, accurate results.  
 
“First responders, hazmat teams, military organizations and law enforcement personnel rely on 
FirstDefender to rapidly and accurately analyze threats in the field,” said Doug Kahn, vice 
president and general manager of Thermo Scientific’s portable optical analysis business.  “This 
software update is part of our commitment to ensuring our customers around the globe have 
access to the latest technology to identify emerging chemical threats.” 
 
In addition to continuing support for the flagship FirstDefender, the company recently announced 
its next-generation Raman instruments, FirstDefender RM and FirstDefender RMX.  All products 
in the FirstDefender family include advanced chemometrics, automatic mixture analysis and MIL-
STD 810F certification for ruggedness. 
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The FirstDefender v2.7 software package is now available to all former Ahura Scientific 
customers with active support contracts, which include software and library updates, hardware 
warranty and 24/7 customer support by the company’s technical team.  
 
For more information about the FirstDefender v2.7 software update, contact customer support: 
product.support@ahurascientific.com; 800.374.1992 (domestic toll-free) or +1.978.642.1100 
(international). 
 
To learn more about FirstDefender and other Thermo Scientific portable optical analyzers, please 
visit www.thermoscientific.com/ahura. 
 
About Thermo Fisher Scientific  
Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. (NYSE: TMO) is the world leader in serving science. Our mission is 
to enable our customers to make the world healthier, cleaner and safer. With revenues of more 
than $10 billion, we have approximately 35,000 employees and serve customers within 
pharmaceutical and biotech companies, hospitals and clinical diagnostic labs, universities, 
research institutions and government agencies, as well as in environmental and process control 
industries. We create value for our key stakeholders through two premier brands, Thermo 
Scientific and Fisher Scientific, which offer a unique combination of continuous technology 
development and the most convenient purchasing options. Our products and services help 
accelerate the pace of scientific discovery, and solve analytical challenges ranging from complex 
research to routine testing to field applications. Visit www.thermofisher.com.  
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